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Executive Summary

The purpose of this Visual Enhancement Plan for the US-2 Corridor is to demonstrate techniques
and tools for changing the “windshield view” of the US-2 and M-134 corridors in the Southern
Upper Peninsula of Michigan. The plan was put together by a partnership of organizations
interested in the continued scenic and economic well-being of the Upper Peninsula. This effort was
funded by a grant from the People and Land (PAL) Program of the W. K. Kellogg Foundation.

Tourism and recreation are vitally important parts of the Upper Peninsula’s economy. Furthermore,
studies routinely show that a visitor’s experience traveling to their destination is equally as important
as their experience at their destination. Therefore, the corridors bringing visitors to the Upper
Peninsula’s vast recreational resources are important to the region’s continued economic vitality.
Making these corridors pleasant will keep visitors coming back. By showing specific changes and
detailing available techniques and resources, this plan will help communities enhance their corridors,
furthering tourism, recreation and economic development in the region. It will be a useful guide to
County, Township and Municipal officials, Civic Organizations, Business Leaders, Recreation and
Environmental Groups, and all Citizens interested in the aesthetic qualities of their roadways.

This plan focuses on six (6) communities along the US-2/M-134 corridor. The communities wete
chosen to participate in this planning grant through a competitive application process. The
communities and the respective corridor segments are:

Ironwood Four mile section that lies within the city limits, approximately 2.6
miles along the main thoroughfare and 1.3 miles along the US-2
Business Route

Bessemer US-2 within the city limits

Watersmeet Four miles west of the intersection with Highway 45 to four miles east
of the intersection with Highway 45

Iron River/ US-2 from 3 miles west of Iron River to 1 mile south of Crystal Falls
Crystal Falls

Escanaba/ US-2 between Escanaba and Gladstone, including Escanaba Township
and Gladstone Wells Township

Mackinac County All of US-2 and M-134 in the County

This plan has several components. For each of the six communities, the plan presents an analysis of
existing conditions along with input from community visioning meetings held last spring.
Immediately thereafter, several conceptual enhancement designs are presented, incorporating key
elements from community meetings and field analysis. The individual community plans and designs
are followed by a section on implementation which details tools and techniques used to visually
enhance corridors. The last section describes resources for funding visual enhancement.

Vi
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Introduction and Project Description

Introduction

Views from the road often form our first and most lasting impressions of a region and a community.
What we see through the windshield can make us feel welcomed and at ease or uncomfortable and
threatened. What can communities in the Upper Peninsula do to ensure that both residents and
visitors feel welcomed and encouraged to stop?

Visual enhancement planning helps a community re-consider appearances from the perspective of a
visitor. What attracts people to your town and local businesses? What encourages people to stay and
enjoy your community's recreational resources? What keeps them coming back?

Last fall, the People and Land Program of W.K. Kellogg Foundation provided a grant to the Land
Information Access Association and several project partners for the development of "visual
enhancement plans" for many sections of the US-2 and M-134 corridors. The primary goal of this
project is the preparation of a usable and well-supported visual enhancement plan for the US-2 and
M-134 highway corridors, with a particular focus on critical community and tourist areas. We are
also interested in motivating and supporting local and regional efforts to reverse on-going
deterioration and preserve existing visual assets.

The project partners used a series of regional forums, press releases, newsletters and a web-site to
introduce the concept of visual enhancement, describe why it is important for tourism and
economic development, and discuss opportunities for communities to receive planning and
implementation assistance. Building on the community participation and excitement generated from
our initial outreach efforts, we invited several communities to participate in free, focused planning
activities. This plan and the graphics and recommendations contained herein are the result of those
activities.

What is Visual Enhancement?

Historically, highway design and construction has been oriented to concerns about safety, structure
and cost. These areas remain foremost in the minds of new highway designers, as they should.
However, their preeminence often eclipses another equally important design value - Visual Quality.
The visual qualities of a roadway have important ramifications for drivers and communities along
the corridor. A driver's view from the road often forms their entire impression of a region and
informs their decisions about where to turn, where to stop and how to ultimately arrive at their
destination. The visual qualities of a roadway can keep drivers informed, interested and alert or,
conversely, confused, bored and tired.

When assessing existing roadways, visual qualities must be addressed from the standpoint of
enhancements. What can be done to enhance the visual qualities of a particular roadway is a

Page 1
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community decision which should be addressed at the local level. However, some activities typically
associated with visual enhancement are

e Adding bike or pedestrian facilities

e Limiting curb cuts and providing attractive, easy to follow directional signage
e Adding attractive landscaping or interesting street level features

e Preserving, rehabilitating or renovating historic structures

e Preserving scenic vistas or agricultural land

e Cleaning up of blighted areas

o Establishing design guidelines for signage, landscaping, materials, siting, etc.

Why Visual Enhancement?

Beyond the specific benefits of attractive streetscapes and safer and more efficient travel, the
benefits of visual enhancement run much deeper. More attractive, interesting and informative
transportation corridors can have dramatic impacts on community pride and economic
development. Specifically, communities undertaking enhancement projects have seen:

e higher tax revenues

e increased tourism revenue

e increased private investment and new business creation
e increased employment

e increased interest in community history and civic engagement

Page 2
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